

















Getting
Involved




What You Can Do To Help

How California’s forests look 10, 50 or 100 years from now
depends on the decisions we make today.

Most Californians sit on the side of
forest management debates. As long as
they can buy lumber and vacation in
forested mountains, all must be right
with the world.

But staying silent on the sidelines while
our forests decay may very well mean
that vacation opportunities disappear
and we become even more dependent
on imported resources.

Education, priority one

Education must be the agent of change
that saves California’s forests. There is
a practical solution to minimizing the
threat of catastrophic wildfire and
making our forests safe again — the same
solution is also the key to protecting air
quality, enhancing biodiversity, ensuring
clean water, and saving taxpayers
millions of dollars every year on
firefighting costs. The solution is
restoration forestry, using history as a
guide to restore natural forests.

Unfortunately, mis-
information is common
when it comes to forest
management. You must
be willing to ask questions
and learn how to act in
the best interests of your
community. There are
avenues through which
to get involved.

The Forest Foundation supports
education programs that bring
students into forests and
forests into classrooms.
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It is important to distinguish between fact and fiction regarding certain
myths that may advance agendas but block ecologically sound forest
management. Those myths include:

Myth #1: We have to live with catastrophic wildfire. No, we don’t. Managing
our forests to reduce fuel loads can make them safe again. Catastrophic
wildfire was not a frequent occurrence in California’s historic forests; it
need not be frequent today.

Myth #2: Fire is natural and good. There is a world of difference between
the low-intensity fires that shaped California’s landscape for thousands of
years and the mega-fires that now devastate thousands of acres at a time.
Low-level fires cleared the forest floor of debris and regenerated forests.
But we have suppressed natural fire for more than 100 years. Wildfires can
now feast on unnatural fuel loads, decimate wildlife, sterilize soils and erase
forests from the landscape for centuries.

Myth #3: Today’s forests are natural forests. Research and photographic
evidence show that California’s modern forests are vastly different from
historic forests. Today’s forests are far thicker than their historic predecessors,
densely packed with up to 10 times as many trees. Forests have become
dangerously overgrown, much to the detriment of wildlife and biodiversity.

Myth #4: Escalating firefighting costs are inevitable. It’s true that average
firefighting costs have increased by more than $100 million per
year since the early 1990s, but the trend does not have to continue.
Spending a fraction of what we spend on fighting fires to manage
forests so there are fewer dangerous fires in the first place could
save taxpayers millions.

Myth #5: Commercial logging denudes hillsides and kills
wildlife. Private forestland owners have proven that modern
forest management can provide habitat for diverse wildlife and
sustain forests for generations. The most productive forestland
in California is privately owned, and research confirms that
wildlife and fisheries from salmon and owls to deer and songbirds
flourish on managed lands.



The Forest Foundation makes
standards-based curriculum materials
free to K-12 teachers and offers an
interactive forestry-simulation CD for
high schools and colleges. Other sources
for information on sustainable forestry
include the Temperate Forest
Foundation (www.forestinfo.org),
California Foundation for Agriculture
in the Classroom (www.cfaitc.org) and
the Northern California Society of
American Foresters (www.norcalsaf.org).

Be fire safe

Until our public forests have been
restored to their natural condition, they
are likely to present certain dangers.
Take responsibility for protecting
yourself to the best of your ability, and
get involved with community or
grassroots efforts.

Creating defensible space around
dwellings and other structures is of
paramount importance. It is neither
a complete solution nor a guarantee
of safety, but clearing 100 feet of
defensible space as required by
California law gives you and your
home the best chance of surviving a
catastrophic fire. Follow all local
ordinances as they pertain to fire safety.

All citizens have the right to engage their
elected officials regarding forestry and
land management policies. Write letters
and encourage sustainable forestry at

all levels of government. You may also
comment on private forest-management
plans as well as USDA Forest Service

plans through public review processes.

Perhaps the easiest means for getting
involved in improving forest health and
community safety is through your local
Fire Safe Council. Fire Safe Councils are
often creative organizations that

promote wildfire protection and
have access to grant money to
fund projects on the ground.
More information about getting
involved with the Fire Safe
Council program can be found
at www.firesafecouncil.org.

Ensuring future forests

The legacy that we pass on to
future generations will be
determined by the actions we
take, or fail to take, to restore our
forests. California has never faced
such a dire forest health and
wildfire crisis. Millions of acres
stand overcrowded, diseased and
ready to burn. If we embrace
restoration forestry and actively
care for the resources with which
we have been entrusted,
California may never face such
a crisis again. ™

The choice is clear: We can abandon our forests, restrict
forest management and become increasingly dependent on
imported resources or we can restore forests, sustain
biologically diverse landscapes and spectacular recreational
opportunities, and manage California’s renewable resources
to meet the demands of a growing population.
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Committee and the U.S. House of
Representatives’ Forest Health Science Panel,
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also drafted legislation to create a system of
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the Act (H.R. 2119) and held congressional
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Dr. Bonnicksen has published more than
100 scientific and technical papers, articles,
textbook chapters, and other publications,
six computer programs and four multimedia
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Ancient Forests: from the Ice Age to the Age
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Copyright 2000). The book documents the
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who saw them first. ®
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Restoration forestry is a specialization within
the forestry profession. Its roots go back to
four scientists who had the foresight to see
that people can play a constructive role in
restoring and sustaining historic forests.

It began with Aldo Leopold who advocated
constructing samples of Wisconsin’s historic
forests in the University of Wisconsin
Arboretum to show people what they had
before farming, urbanization, and other
resource uses took their toll. In his
dedication speech for the Arboretum on
June 17, 1934, Aldo Leopold said, “The time
has come for science to busy itself with the
earth itself. The first step is to reconstruct
a sample of what we had to start with.”
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Aldo Leopold’s son, the late Dr. A. Starker
Leopold, a University of California-Berkeley
professor, expanded the concept of restoration
by recognizing that Native Americans played
an important role in creating and maintaining
historic forests.

As chair of the Committee on Wildlife
Management in the National Parks (the
Leopold Committee), Dr. Leopold also used
restoration to clarify the goal of national
parks. In 1963, the committee recommended
that, “the goal of managing the national parks
and monuments should be to preserve, or
where necessary to recreate, the ecologic [sic]
scene as viewed by the first European visitors.”
A National Academy of Sciences Advisory
Committee supported this goal.

In 1965, the late Dr. Edward C. Stone, also
a University of California-Berkeley professor,
published a paper in Science that advocated
training restoration professionals to carry
out the recommendations of the Leopold
Committee. About that time, the late Dr.
Harold H. Biswell, a close colleague of Dr.
Leopold and Dr. Stone at Berkeley, led the
movement to restore fire to its historic role
in native forests.

Dr. Thomas M. Bonnicksen studied under
Drs. Leopold, Stone and Biswell, and later
worked with them conducting research and
teaching about the history and restoration
of historic native forests. Dr. Bonnicksen
named the field “restoration forestry” M
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